Corn Shake

Care Guide for New Owners

Corn Snake Reptile Beginner-Friendly Active Explorer

Quick Facts at a Glance

Species Pantherophis guttatus
Lifespan 15 to 20 years in captivity
Adult Size 3 to 5 feet; slender build

Activity Cycle

Crepuscular to nocturnal; most active at dusk and overnight

Temperament

Curious, active, generally very docile and easy to handle

Enclosure Size

Adult minimum: 4x2x2 ft; corn snakes benefit from length to explore

Warm Side Temp

85 to 88 degrees F surface; 80 to 82 degrees F ambient warm side

Cool Side Temp

72 to 76 degrees F ambient

Humidity

40 to 60 percent; raise to 60 to 70 percent during shed

Diet

Carnivore; appropriately sized mice

Feeding Frequency

Juveniles every 5 to 7 days; adults every 7 to 10 days

Legal Status

Legal in Wisconsin; verify local city and county ordinances

Meet the Corn Snake

Corn snakes are widely regarded as one of the best beginner snakes available, and they have earned
that reputation honestly. They are slender, manageable in size, remarkably docile, and come in an
extraordinary range of color morphs developed through decades of captive breeding. They are also
genuinely curious, active animals who are interesting to observe and interact with in a way that some
more sedentary species are not.



Corn snakes in captivity today are the product of generations of selective breeding by dedicated
hobbyists and breeders. While their care requirements are not especially demanding, they are also not
zero-effort animals. Getting temperature, humidity, and enclosure setup right from the beginning
makes an enormous difference in long-term health and behavior. A corn snake in a proper setup can
easily live 15 to 20 years and remain an active, engaging companion throughout.

A Note on Their Place in the Hobby

Corn snakes are native to the eastern United States, where wild populations still exist. The captive-bred
corn snakes in the pet trade today are many generations removed from wild animals and are well
adapted to captivity. Always source captive-bred animals from reputable breeders or rescues.
Wild-caught snakes carry higher parasite burdens, are more stressed in captivity, and should not be
removed from wild populations.

Where They Come From

Corn snakes (Pantherophis guttatus) are native to the southeastern and central United States, ranging
from New Jersey south through Florida and west into parts of Louisiana and Kentucky. They inhabit a
wide range of environments including pine forests, overgrown fields, forest edges, rocky hillsides, and
agricultural areas. They are frequently found near corn fields and grain storage areas, which is likely
the origin of their common name, as these areas attract the mice they feed on.

They are primarily ground-dwelling snakes but are capable climbers and will ascend trees and shrubs
in search of prey and basking spots. In the wild, they are most active at dusk and during the night,
spending the heat of the day hidden under logs, rocks, bark, and ledf litter. This natural hiding behavior
is exactly why hides are so important in captive setups.



Legal Considerations

Corn snakes are legal to own in Wisconsin and are not subject to any state-level restriction. As with all
reptiles, however, local city and county ordinances may apply. Before adopting a corn snake, verify
there are no local restrictions in your municipality. If you rent, check your lease. Corn snakes are one of
the least controversial pet snakes legally, but it is always worth confirming.

Enclosures and Housing

Corn snakes are active, exploratory animals that use more of their enclosure than many other snake
species. They climb, burrow, and move around extensively at night. An enclosure that gives them room
to fully explore is important for their wellbeing.

Enclosure Size

Hatchlings can be started in smaller enclosures, around 10 to 20 gallons or a 2x1x1 foot setup, which
helps them feel more secure. They grow steadily, and by adulthood will need a minimum of 4 feet long
by 2 feet wide by 2 feet tall. Many experienced keepers go larger and find that corn snakes actively use
the extra space. A 5 or 6 foot long enclosure for an adult corn snake is not excessive.

Enclosure Types

PVC enclosures retain heat and humidity well and are a top choice. Glass terrariums work but require
partial covering of the mesh top to maintain appropriate humidity. Front-opening enclosures of any
type are preferred over top-opening for ease of access and reduced stress during handling. Corn
snakes are escape artists with a remarkable ability to find gaps, so any enclosure must have a secure
latch.

Escape Prevention

Corn snakes are slender, strong, and highly motivated to explore. They can squeeze through gaps that
seem impossibly small. Inspect every seam, vent, and door gap in your enclosure before use. A corn
snake that escapes in your home overnight is at risk from cold drafts, being stepped on, getting behind
appliances, and dehydration. Secure latching is non-negotiable.

Temperature and the Thermal Gradient

Like all reptiles, corn snakes are ectotherms and rely on their environment to regulate body
temperature. Creating a proper thermal gradient, a warm end and a cool end with a range in between,
is essential. Without it, your snake cannot digest food, fight illness, or regulate its metabolism.



Target Temperatures

Warm side surface: 85 to 88 degrees F. Measure with a temperature gun directly on the surface.
Warm side ambient air: 80 to 82 degrees F.

Cool side ambient air: 72 to 76 degrees F.

Nighttime: Should not drop below 65 degrees F.

Corn snakes tolerate a slightly wider temperature range than tropical species, which is one of the
reasons they are considered beginner-friendly. However, consistent temperatures within the correct
range are still important for long-term health. Use a temperature gun and digital thermometer with
probes to measure accurately. Avoid dial thermometers, which are notoriously unreliable.

Heating Equipment

Under-tank heaters (UTH) are commonly used for corn snakes and work well for providing belly heat.

They must always be connected to a thermostat. Ceramic heat emitters (CHE) are useful for warming
ambient air on the warm side without producing light. Radiant heat panels mounted inside the top of

the enclosure are an excellent option for PVC enclosures. Every heat source requires a thermostat, no

exceptions.

Always Use a Thermostat

An unregulated heat mat or ceramic emitter can reach dangerous temperatures that cause burns or
fire. Thermostats are safety equipment, not optional upgrades. Proportional or PID thermostats
maintain the most stable temperatures.

Humidity

Corn snakes require moderate humidity, lower than many tropical species but still important. Maintain
40 to 60 percent under normal conditions and raise this to 60 to 70 percent during the pre-shed period.
Measure with a digital hygrometer. Use a substrate that holds some moisture without becoming
waterlogged, and provide a humid hide filled with damp sphagnum moss to support complete,
healthy sheds.

Substrate



Good Choices Avoid These

« Coconut fiber: Good humidity retention, soft, + Cedar or pine shavings: Aromatic oils are toxic to
naturalistic reptiles

» Cypress mulch: Excellent humidity retention, easy+ Sand alone: No humidity retention, impaction risk

to spot-clean » Reptile carpet: Harbors bacteria, causes

» Aspen shavings: Works well for corn snakes at abrasions

their lower humidity needs; replace when damp Paper towels or newspaper: Fine for quarantine

 Bioactive soil mixes for planted setups only

Corn snakes need at least two hides: one on the warm side and one on the cool side. Hides should fit
snugly around the snake. A third humid hide on or near the warm side filled with damp sphagnum
moss is important for shedding. Beyond hides, corn snakes genuinely benefit from environmental
complexity. Branches for climbing, cork bark pieces, and varied substrate depths for burrowing all
encourage natural behavior and keep the animal more active and engaged.
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Feeding

Corn snakes are typically excellent, reliable feeders. They eat appropriately sized mice at all life stages.
The prey item should be roughly the same diameter as the widest part of the snake's body.

Live, Pre-Killed, and Frozen/Thawed
There are three ways to offer prey to a corn snake, each with genuine advantages and disadvantages.

Live prey
Live prey triggers the most natural feeding response and is effective for reluctant feeders. However, a
live mouse left unsupervised can bite the snake, causing injuries to the face and body. Anyone feeding

live prey must supervise the entire session. Live feeding also requires a consistent supply of live rodents
and raises welfare considerations for the prey animal.

Pre-killed prey

Prey is humanely killed immediately before being offered while still warm. This eliminates injury risk
while retaining the scent and warmth cues that drive feeding responses. It requires the keeper to be
comfortable humanely killing a mouse before each feeding.

Frozen[thawed prey

Frozen prey is stored in bulk, thawed thoroughly before each feeding, and offered at close to body
temperature. It is safe, convenient, and eliminates injury risk. Thaw overnight in the refrigerator or in a
sealed bag in warm water. Never use a microwave. Some snakes require a transition period if they
have been fed live previously.

Feeding Frequency

Hatchlings eat every 5 to 7 days. Juveniles eat every 7 days. Adults eat every 7 to 10 days. Do not handle
within 48 hours of feeding to prevent regurgitation. Wash hands before handling to avoid a feeding
response triggered by rodent scent.

Handling

Corn shakes are among the most handleable snake species. Most become very comfortable with
regular, calm interaction. Give a new snake two full weeks to settle before beginning handling sessions.
Start with short sessions of 5 to 10 minutes and build up gradually. Support the full body at all times.
Avoid handling during shed, within 48 hours of feeding, or when the snake is showing defensive signals
like rapid movement or hissing.

Shedding



Signs of an approaching shed include milky or blue-tinted eyes, dull skin color, and appetite loss. The
eyes typically clear about a week before the shed itself. Maintain elevated humidity during this period
and ensure the humid hide is available. A healthy shed comes off in one complete piece. Retained
shed is caused by insufficient humidity and should be addressed with a lukewarm soak and gentle
assistance. Retained eye caps need veterinary attention if they do not come off after soaking.

Common Health Issues

Respiratory Infections

Almost always linked to temperatures that are too low or humidity that is too high without adequate
ventilation. Signs include wheezing, mucus around the mouth or nostrils, open-mouth breathing, and
lethargy. Requires veterinary treatment and correction of husbandry.

Retained Shed (Dysecdysis)

Caused by inadequate humidity. Retained eye caps are a veterinary concern and can damage the
eyes if left in place. Prevent with proper humidity and a humid hide. Treat with a lukewarm soak and
gentle assistance for mild cases.

Mites

Tiny parasites visible as moving dots on the snake or in the water dish. Cause excessive soaking,
rubbing against surfaces, and lethargy. Require treatment of both the snake and full enclosure
disinfection. Consult an exotic vet for safe treatment options.

Mouth Rot (Stomatitis)

Bacterial infection of oral tissues. Signs include swollen mouth, reddened gums, and discharge. Often
follows a mouth injury. Requires veterinary treatment.

Regurgitation

Bringing up a meal after feeding. Common causes include handling too soon after eating,
temperatures too low for digestion, prey that is too large, or a respiratory infection. If it happens more
than once, see a vet. After a regurgitation event, wait at least two weeks before offering food again.

Inclusion Body Disease (IBD)

A fatal viral disease. Signs include neurological symptoms such as stargazing and inability to right
itself. No treatment exists. Quarantine all new snakes before introduction to any existing reptile
collection.



Things Every New Corn Snake Owner Should Know

This is a 15 to 20 year commitment.

Corn snakes are long-lived. The cute hatchling you bring home today may be with you through
multiple moves, relationships, and life chapters. Make sure you are ready for that.

They will try to escape, and they will find gaps you did not know existed.

Inspect your enclosure carefully before your snake comes home. Check every seam, vent, and door
edge. A missing corn snake is a stressed, at-risk animal.

Every heat source needs a thermostat.

No exceptions. Unregulated heat sources cause burns and fire risk.

Accurate temperature measurement requires the right tools.

Dial thermometers are not reliable. Use a temperature gun and digital probes.

Food refusal during shed is completely normal.

Most corn snakes stop eating in the week or two before a shed. Do not force feed or worry unless the
refusal continues well after the shed is complete.

Quarantine new snakes before introducing them to other reptiles.

IBD and mites can spread rapidly. Keep any new snake in a separate room with separate equipment
for at least 90 days.

Find a reptile-experienced exotic vet before you need one.

Most general practice vets do not have meaningful snake experience. Locate one in your area now.

Questions? We're Here!

Boggy's Buddies is always happy to answer questions and support you throughout your corn snake
ownership journey. Reach us at boggysbuddies@gmail.com or find us on Facebook and Instagram.



